approximately four years earlier, as there is always a delayed effect between the review process and ultimate approvals. As such, this year's numbers might not say much about approval rates in the future.
FDA spokesperson Larry Bachorik said that the FDA is actively searching for candidates, and acting commissioner Lester Crawford has been conducting interviews. But there is no time limit for when the acting positions must be filled permanently, so it is "hard to say" when the positions might be filled. The commissioner position is appointed by the White House and then confirmed by the Senate, so it will be up to the president to advance a name for the permanent position. As this is an election year, it is generally thought that even the search for a new commissioner will be delayed until after the identity of the next administration is determined.
But will this be too long a hiatus? 
